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Print from the website of the AMF

06 January 2017

The Autorité des marchés �nanciers warns the public about
proposals to invest in diamonds

The AMF is warning the public about proposals to invest in diamonds.
Seemingly highly a�rac�ve, and o�en presented as a safe investment, these
proposals make glowing promises of excep�onal and even unrealis�c
returns. The AMF is calling on individual investors to exercise the greatest
vigilance.

The AMF is observing a strong increase in diamond investment o�ers targe�ng the French
public. It is also increasingly being called on by retail investors complaining about aggressive
direct marke�ng on the part of these pla�orms or about di�cul�es in recovering their
investment or even reaching their contact person. It would also appear that the postal
addresses of these pla�orms or companies in pres�gious loca�ons are o�en �c��ous, while
their marke�ng discourse is akin to that of illegal Forex or binary op�ons trading pla�orms.

Owing to the extreme uncertainty over the nature of such o�ers, the AMF is recommending
investors not to take up the solicita�ons from these en��es and not to communicate them
to third par�es, in any form whatsoever.

The AMF would remind retail investors that these investment proposals are risky and call
for the greatest vigilance. In the event of fraud, the vic�ms must �le a complaint and
provide the competent legal authori�es with as much informa�on as possible (including
money transfer references, iden��ed contact people, addresses, emails and Skype
communica�on).

https://www.amf-france.org/en
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Lastly, the AMF reminds investors and individuals responsible for marke�ng investment
products to follow these safety guidelines before making any investment:

About the AMF
The AMF is an independent public authority responsible for ensuring that savings invested
in �nancial products are protected, providing investors with adequate informa�on and
supervising the orderly opera�on of markets. Visit our website www.amf-france.org.

If you have any ques�ons: 
Please contact the AMF Retail Investor team on +33 (0)1 53 45 62 00 from 9 am to 5 pm,
Monday to Friday.  

Press contact:
AMF Communica�on Directorate - Caroline Leau - Tél : +33 (0)1 53 45 60 39 ou +33 (0)1 53
45 60 28  

 Subscribe to our alerts and RSS feeds

no adver�sing materials should make you overlook the fact that high returns always
involve high risk;

learn as much as you can about the company or intermediary trying to sell you a
product (authorisa�on/cer��ca�on, company history, loca�on of head o�ces, etc.);

only invest in a product you understand;

ask yourself how, and by whom, the purchase price or selling price of the adver�sed
product is set, and �nd out the precise terms and �meline for selling the product,
especially in cases where the product invests in an asset class with low liquidity.
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Legal informa�on: 
Head of publica�ons: The Execu�ve Director of AMF Communica�on Directorate. Contact:
Communica�on Directorate – Autorité des marches �nanciers 17 place de la Bourse – 75082 Paris
cedex 02
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